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that he might show his friends in Edinburgh what
Ballantyne could do. Twelve copies were accord-
ingly printed, with the title of Apologies for Tales of
Terror. These were published in 1799, an(i Scott
was so pleased with their appearance that he pro-
mised Ballantyne that he should be the printer of
a selection of Border ballads that he was then
making. This selection was given the title of Min-
strelsy of the Scottish Border, and formed two small
octavo volumes, with the imprint, c Kelso, 1802.'

Ballantyne's work, as shown in these volumes,
was equal in every way to the best work done by
Bensley and Bulmer at this time. Good type and
good paper, combined with accuracy and clearness,
at once raised Ballantyne's reputation, Longman
and Rees, the publishers, declared themselves de-
lighted with the printing, and Scott pressed his
friend to remove his press to Edinburgh, where he
assured him he would find Enough work to repay
him for the removal. After some hesitation
Ballantyne acquiesced in the proposal, and having
found suitable premises in the neighbourhood of
Holyrood House, set up * two presses and a proof
one/ and shortly afterwards, in April 1803, printed
there the third volume of the Minstrelsy of the
Scottish Border. From this time forward Scott
made it a point that whatever he wrote or edited
should be printed at the Ballantyne Press. The
first quarto, the Lay of the Last Minstrel, was pub-
lished in January 1805, The poem was printed in a